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Abstract
The hadith of Manaht al-Nabi (PBUH) is among the long narrations that have
appeared in both Shia and Sunni hadith sources. Among Imami traditionists,
al-Sadiiq, the 4th-century AH scholar, is the first to transmit this narration in his
works. Given the serious challenges surrounding the authenticity and reliability
of long narrations, examining the historical identity and narrational validity of
this hadith is necessary. The present study, using a descriptive-analytical method,
explores the authenticity and narrative structure of the report. The findings
show that the current text of the hadith consists of two major parts: one section
with a prohibitive structure, which closely parallels the narrations transmitted in
al-Manahiyyat of al-Tirmidh; and another section with a sermon-like structure,
resembling the version found in the Musnad of Harith b. Abi Usama. Both of
these sources date back to the 3rd century AH. Accordingly, it appears that the
extant narration is a combination of these two sources, accompanied by later
alterations and interpolations, which undermines both its textual authenticity
and its chain of transmission. Furthermore, an examination of the isnads shows
that due to the weakness of its transmitters and the lack of corroboration in other
Imami sources, it does not possess sufficient narrational reliability. Nevertheless,
its moral and educational themes have contributed to its preservation and
continued presence within the hadith heritage of both traditions.
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