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Abstract
In both Shi‘i and Sunni hadith and exegetical sources, there exist reports in
which people are encouraged to desire the occurrence of fitna and to request
it from God. These reports also warn against disliking fitna, for fitna is said to
destroy tyrants and oppressors, purify the earth of the corrupt, and distinguish
the hypocrites. On this basis, a contemporary interpretation has been proposed
in which fitna is understood to mean revolution, and consequently the
exhortation to desire fitna is construed as a call for revolution. The number of
such reports is greater in Sunni sources, whereas in Shi‘i sources only a single
report is transmitted on this subject. Using library-based sources and employing
a descriptive—analytical method with a critical approach, the present study
examines the reliability of the chains of transmission and conducts a content-based
critique of these reports. The examination of the isnads in Sunni sources indicates
thatall of them are weak and, according to the verdicts of Sunni hadith evaluators, fall
into the category of fabricated traditions; moreover, the common transmitter in the
musnad chains is unknown. The solitary report transmitted in Shi‘i sources likewise
does not qualify as a sound tradition. From a textual perspective, fundamental
objections may be raised against these reports, among which are: the inaccuracy of
translating fitna as “‘revolution,” its inconsistency with the Qur’an, its contradiction
with reliable reports that convey the opposite meaning, its incompatibility with
the doctrines of taqiyya and the necessity of caution during times of fitna, as
well as the practical problems that would arise in implementing such a tradition
even if its authenticity and the translation of fitna as revolution were granted.
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