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Abstract
The origin and nature of hadiths have become central questions in modem Islamic

studies, attracting significant scholarly attention. Some researchers argue that the
origin of many hadiths lies in the reconstruction of the memories of the Companions
(Sahabah) regarding the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) after his demise.
Hadith memory refers to the recollection of the Prophet’s actions or sayings, framed
within the structure of a hadith, which is imprinted as a memory in the minds of
those who witnessed him. After the Prophet’s passing, narrators reconstructed
their memories of him in accordance with the social context and the needs of
their time, aligning them with specific social functions. This process often led to
phenomena such as narration by meaning (naqgl bi’l-ma‘na) and the fragmentation
of hadiths (taqft* al-ahadith). The focus of this research is to explain the process of
reconstructing hadith memories and the contextual factors that shaped them. The
reconstruction of the Companions’ memories of the Prophet (peace be upon him)
subjected the hadiths to issues such as narration by meaning and fragmentation. Through
a case study of the evolution of four narrations of the hadith memory regarding the
prohibition of mut‘ah marriage (temporary marriage) as narrated by Sabrah al-Juhani,
this study provides evidence of such phenomena. The social function of the various
narrations was to persuade the audience of the prohibition of mut‘ah marriage by the
Prophet (peace be upon him) after his death, particularty during the first Islamic century.
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