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Abstract

“In a part of Daraqutni’s book, ‘Fada’il al-Sahabah’, which is attributed to a Sunni
hadith scholar from Baghdad in the fourth century AH, there are narrations from
Shia Imams that praise and honor the two Sheikhs (Abu Bakr and Umar). “These
hadiths deny the existence of any discord or animosity between the Shia Imams
and the two Sheikhs. The main objective of this study is to assess the authenticity of
the chains of narration (isnads) in Fada’il al-Sahabah and to evaluate the reliability
of its narrators, relying on both Sunni and Shia biographical sources. Additionally,
by mapping the isnad networks, the study aims to uncover shared links in the
chains of these hadiths. The present paper examines the isnads of the hadiths in
Fada’il al-Sahabah in two sections: one conceming hadiths attributed to the Shia
Imams and the other concerning hadiths attributed to the Shia family. Ultimately,
it presents the selected perspective regarding the authenticity of these isnads. The
findings of the research demonstrate that the authenticity of the isnads in Fada’il
al-Sahabah is weak; most of them suffer from relative isolation and were sourced
from non-Imami Shia sects, such as the Zaydis and Batriyyah, which, according to
Imami hadith scholars, are deemed unreliable. Despite al-Daraqutni’s well-known
expertise in hadith criticism, his inclination to favor the two Shaykhs led him to
adopt a lenient and tolerant stance in attributing these texts to the Imami Shia.
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