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Abstract
This study examines the stylistic and discursive analysis of Letter 28
of Nahj al-Balagha, addressed to Muawiya ibn Abi Sufyan, exploring
how linguistic structures construct a discourse of power and legitimacy
in early Islam. Drawing on Western stylistic frameworks (Leech &
Short, Bradford) and critical discourse analysis (Foucault, Fairclough),
alongside Islamic rhetorical theories (Jurjani, Khafaji), the research
demonstrates that Imam Ali (AS) employs linguistic tools such as
dualistic vocabulary, rhetorical devices (simile, metaphor, antithesis),
brevity and elaboration, and varied tones to establish his political
and moral authority while undermining Muawiya’s position. Quranic
references and emphasis on the virtues of the Prophet’s family enhance
Imam Ali’s religious legitimacy, while critiques of Muawiya as a “freed
captive” (talaga) challenge his credibility (Sharif Razi, 1414 AH/1993).
Analysis of the historical context of caliphal disputes reveals the letter
as a linguistic battlefield, securing Imam Ali’s discursive hegemony.
The findings underscore the pivotal role of language in shaping power
relations and legitimacy in early Islamic society.
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