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Semantic Analysis and an Investigation of the Source of the Term
“Sirr al-Mustawda” in the Salutation of Lady Fatimah (PBUH)
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Abstract
In recent times, the phrase “Allahumma salli ‘ala Fatimah wa abiha wa ba’liha
wa baniha wa al-sirri al-mustawda‘ fiha bi ‘adadi ma ahata bihi ‘ilmuka” (O Allah,
send blessings upon Fatimah, her father, her husband, her children, and the
hidden secret entrusted within her, which is only in Your knowledge), known as
the “Special Salutation of Lady Fatima (PBUH)”, has gained significant popularity
among both the general public and scholars. Unraveling the meaning of the “hidden
secret entrusted within the blessed existence of Lady Zahra (PBUH)” has become
a topic of considerable discussion and debate, with some considering it inherently
unexplainable due to its secretive nature. In contrast, others—some with certainty
and some based on conjecture—have collectively offered approximately twenty
interpretations of this secret. These interpretations include associations with Imam
Mahdi, Hazrat Mohsin, Hasanayn (Hasan and Husayn), the eleven Imams, Lady
Zaynab, Lady Fatimah’s hidden grave, the entrusted relics of prophethood, and the
Mushaf (Book) of Fatimah. After conducting a relatively comprehensive search
in the hadith, theological, exegetical, mystical, ethical, and philosophical sources
and reviewing all statements and writings related to this salutation, the author has
not found a credible source for the phrase “and the hidden secret entrusted within
her.”” Thus, the author believes that confidence in the authenticity of this salutation,
particularly with the inclusion of this phrase, is problematic. It is highly likely that
this version of the salutation, especially the segment “and the hidden secret entrusted
within her,” was composed by certain Shia scholars in recent centuries or decades.
Therefore, making definitive or speculative assertions regarding the identification of
this hidden secret is deemed inappropriate.
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